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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
Please enter this Preliminary Amendment prior to the examination of the subject 
U.S. National Stage Application filed on even date herewith. 



AMENDMENT A 
Please amend claim 5 as follows: 

5. (Once Amended) A compressor or a pump when including a valve assembly 
according to claim 1 . 

A marked up copy of the claim showing the amendment is enclosed herewith. 

GJ-225J 1 

JDS.h- 



REMARKS 

Preliminary to the examination of the above-identified patent application, 
applicant submit herewith an amendment to the claims. No new matter has been added. 

If for any reason this PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT is found to be incomplete, 
or if at any time it appears that a telephone conference with counsel would help advance 
prosecution, please telephone the undersigned or his associates, collect in Waltham, 
Massachusetts, (781)890-5678. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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3-. A valve assembly comprising a reed, a port which is 
opened and closed by the reed, and damper means for the 
reed, the damper means comprising a tube which is in 
communication with the port on a side of the port remote 
from the reed, and the tube being of such a size that, in 
use of the valve assembly, the tube contains sufficient 
fluid to provide substantial damping for the reed, 

2 . .A valve assembly according to claim 1 in which the 
tube is such that it extends vertically above the port- 
s' A valve assembly according to claim l or claim Z in 
which the port is in a valve plate, and in which the length 
of the tube is greater than the diameter of the port. 

4. • A valve assembly according to claim 3 in which the 
length of the tube is at least twice the diameter of the 
port . 



5, A compressor or a pump when including a valve assembly 




according .to ons^lOM-ISf: 



